
Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds

I really do love getting to know the people who walk into my
studio. Just the other day I was privileged to meet a woman
who had a VHS videotape of a amateur video interview she
conducted of her friend Ken Carson.

Ken was a member of the internationally known and multiple
award  winning  group  Sons  of  the  Pioneers.  For  my  younger
readers, you can think of them as an early version of a boy
band (without the choreography and with a western twang). Roy
Rogers, as Leonard Slye, was one of its founding members in
1933. Ken joined the group a little later and it is his voice
that is featured on the songs Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds and Cool
Water. He appeared with the Sons of the Pioneers in 22 of Roy
Rogers  films.  The  group  exists  and  performs  to  this  day,
making it one of the longest surviving country western music
groups.

The interview I transferred to a DVD was made in Ken’s home
with  his  wife  in  1994,  shortly  before  he  died.  It  was
enjoyable to hear him, in his own words, reflect on his life
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and career. And, even at 80, his tenor voice had not lost any
of the crystal clarity for which he was known as he was taped
singing many of the songs he made famous, accompanying himself
on his guitar.

What a treasure to have and pass on to the next generation of
western music fans.

Little  known  fan  note:  My  client  shared  with  me  some
memorabilia she has collected through the years. One was a
picture of Ken with an early girlfriend. It was none other
than Dale Evans, back in the days before Ken introduced her to
Roy Rogers.

Michael  Ondrasik  and  Home  Video  Studio  specialize  in  the
preservation of family memories through the digitalization of
film,  videotapes,  audio  recordings,  photos,  negatives  and
slides. For more information, call 352-735-8550 or visit our
website.
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