
As You Wish

Some movies just have a special place in your heart or mind. 
I found out that my mother-in-law had never seen The Princess
Bride so we took the time last night to watch it. It is, for
me, classic storytelling. And I never get tired of watching
it. That is the sole criterion for me when looking to put
together a top ten list of favorite films. That, no matter how
many times I may have seen it, it never fails to draw me into
its world when I see it again.

While  my  Top  Ten  list  is  an  ever  fluctuating  and  always
incomplete thing, here are some of the films that I’ve seen
multiple times and have not been bored by them yet.

It’s a Wonderful Life – is always at the top of my list. An
average, good, decent man comes to discover how impactful his
life has been.

The Shawshank Redemption – a riveting tale of perseverance and
hope set in the bleakest of all places.

A Few Good Men – I’ve always been a sucker for courtroom
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dramas or legal thrillers. This one, about a military court-
martial, never fails to entertain.

Pretty Much any Pixar film – Finding Nemo, Wall-E, Monsters
Inc, Up, Ratatouille, Toy Story… the fact that they place the
story and characters on an equal if not higher plane than
their animation is what makes this team so successful.

Hacksaw Ridge – Films that depict actual events, when done
well, will always capture my interest. This one particularly
so because I learned that the filmmakers chose to leave some
events out as they thought the audience would think them too
unbelievable – even though they did actually happen. It is a
remarkable story of courage and conviction.

Being There – a fanciful tale of a man whose only frame of
reference to life has been what he has seen on TV. Peter
Sellers is masterful in the role.

The Star Trek reboot – breathing new life into an old series
whose audience appeal appeared to be waning is no small feat.
That J.J. Abrams successfully did it, not just with Star Trek,
but  also  with  Star  Wars  defies  all  odds.  Brilliantly
conceived.

These are just a few of the films I’ve enjoyed watching and
rewatching over the years. I’m sure you have your own list of
favorites. But nothing Hollywood puts out can ever match the
level of joy derived from re-watching your own life played out
on the screen via your digitalized home movies.

Michael  Ondrasik  and  Home  Video  Studio  specialize  in  the
preservation of family memories through the digitalization of
film,  videotapes,  audio  recordings,  photos,  negatives,  and
slides. For more information, call 352-735-8550 or visit our
website.
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