
The Important Memories

I like to think that in my job, like everyone else, I have my
good days and my bad days. The difference perhaps is that my
good days are really, really good. And it is all because of
the people I get to meet and the stories I have an opportunity
to hear.

Today, in my studio, I had the pleasure to meet a gentleman in
his 80s who had a number of film reels and videotapes he
wanted transferred to a digital form. As we were talking, he
disclosed that before he retired, he made his living as a
professional cameraman. I’m talking high level… He worked on
The Fugitive with Harrison Ford and Tommy Lee Jones, Edward
Scissorhands with Tim Burton and Johnny Depp, The Untouchables
with Sean Connery and Kevin Costner, and many others.

The stories he told… the behind-the-scenes look he provided…
fascinated me and, I have to admit, I kept encouraging him to
tell me more. He provided me with inside stories about how
Hollywood movies are made, what the stars were like, how the
unions operated, and what life as a camera technician in those
days was like. He also shared professional tips on how to get
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the shot that was needed… and it wasn’t always a method that
was taught in film schools.

But the real reason he came to see me was not to tell me
stories or relive his past glory days. It was because his
granddaughter had asked him a simple question: “Grandpa, what
was my mommy like when she was my age?” And he suddenly
realized that he had all this old family footage on 8mm film
and videotape that his grandkids had never seen. So he brought
it to me to have me turn it into a digital form that could be
played on today’s equipment.

He  didn’t  want  to  show  off  his  Hollywood  credentials,  as
impressive as they are. He just wanted to share the personal
films he took of his family with his family members who had
never seen them. I was thrilled to meet and speak with him.
But I am more thrilled to be able to help him deliver to his
family the memories he most wants to share. And I feel that
way about every client who walks through my door. No matter
what they did (or do) for a living. I am always happy to hear
your stories, but I am happier to be a conduit for you to be
able to share them with those you love.

Michael  Ondrasik  and  Home  Video  Studio  specialize  in  the
preservation of family memories through the digitalization of
film,  videotapes,  audio  recordings,  photos,  negatives,  and
slides. For more information, call 352-735-8550 or visit our
website.
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