
It Was a Very Good Year

At the close of every Home Video Studio season, we indulge
ourselves a bit and take a look back at many of the projects
that we and other studio owners around the country feel best
represent the work that was done throughout the year. Then, in
an Academy Award style gala event, we go head to head for top
honors. This year, three of our submissions were chosen as
being the best in the nation within their classification.

Best Documentary

The Lucy Evelyn: From Ship to Store was a delight to work on.
We interviewed ten family members and, using their words, told
their story of how, from 1948 through 1972, they owned and
operated the most unique gift shop in the world. The Lucy
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Evelyn was a 166-foot, 3-masted wooden schooner built in 1917.
When the family was looking for a solution to keep their
retail store from continually flooding during the high tide
season of Long Beach Island NJ, they bought The Lucy Evelyn at
auction, had it towed and beached it on the shores of Beach
Haven. It was refitted, filled with high end merchandise, and
it remained as a landmark, gift shop, and tourist attraction
for many years. It was a great story to tell with a wonderful
family  who  told  it  well.  We  were  also  blessed  to  have
available a lot of archival footage that we were able to
insert into this one hour movie. Best of all, the family now
has  this  section  of  their  family  history  preserved  in  a
narrative  and  cinematic  form  that  is  sure  to  become  a
treasured  keepsake  to  be  passed  down  through  future
generations.

Best Photo Keepsake

We were honored to have been asked to build a memorial tribute
for Canadian country music legend Ronnie Prophet. We worked
closely with Glory Anne Prophet, Ronnie’s wife, duet partner,
and a Juno-award winning singer in her own right, to somehow
capsulize the talent and charisma of a man who was once dubbed



“the entertainer’s entertainer.” Once the project had been
completed,  Glory-Anne  stopped  by  to  show  us  a  newspaper
clipping that she had found among his archives. In it, an
interviewer  was  commenting  on  how  Ronnie  had  accomplished
nearly everything in his industry: Juno Awards, Gold Records,
Male Vocalist of the Year, Hall of Fame inductee… and yet he
was still performing. When, the reporter asked, was he going
to retire? He replied in his inimitable style, “It has always
been my plan to sing at my own funeral.” Thanks to Glory-Anne
and the work we did for her, he did just that.

Dr. Strangelove Award for unique video

When the Mount Dora Boating Center and Marina needed a video
centerpiece  to  introduce  their  Godfather  theme  for  the
upcoming Orlando Boat Show, they reached out to us. Their
initial concept would have required building a set, hiring
actors, and finding period costumes, all of which would have
pushed costs beyond their budget. Our solution was to use a
little green screen magic and merely insert one actor into a
scene from the original Godfather. They played their film on a
repeating  loop  as  they  manned  their  booth  all  dressed  as
gangsters inviting Boat Show attendees to “Make Us An Offer We
Can’t Refuse.” I’m told it was quite a draw.



While winning awards is always fun, our main reward is the
satisfaction we receive from helping our clients and members
of our community with their video and media needs. Whether it
is  preserving  memories  through  digital  transfers,  creating
memorable video gifts, or using digital media to promote a
service or product, Home Video Studio of Mount Dora stands
ready to help you.

Michael  Ondrasik  and  Home  Video  Studio  specialize  in  the
preservation of family memories through the digitalization of
film,  videotapes,  audio  recordings,  photos,  negatives  and
slides. For more information, call 352-735-8550 or visit our
website.
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