
Owie, Maui… What a Gift
 

We love our clients. And sometimes we get an inkling that they
kind of like us too. The object pictured above was a gift –
given to us by a client who appreciated the job we did for his
family.

We recently completed an hour-long, documentary-style movie
about their unique nautical story. And in appreciation, they
gifted us with this desk set designed in the Maori style of
hei matau.

I had to do a little research to learn the significance of
this gift and I have to say that I am both touched and honored
to have received it.  A hei matau is a stylized carving in the
shape of a fish hook and is most closely identified with the
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Maori people of New Zealand. The carving is said to represent
strength, good luck, and safe travel across water.

In Maori cultural tradition, it is said that the North Island
of New Zealand was once a huge fish that was caught by the
great mariner Maui using a woven line and a hook made from the
jawbone  of  his  grandmother.  The  Maori  name  for  the  North
Island, Te ika a Maui, literally means “the fish of Maui.”

To own one is a great treasure. To own this one, which was
hand carved by my client, an incredible craftsman by anyone’s
definition, makes the treasure even more dear.

We only hope that they treasure their family video to the same
degree. I know we do.

Michael  Ondrasik  and  Home  Video  Studio  specialize  in  the
preservation of family memories through the digitalization of
films,  videotapes,  audio  recordings,  photos,  negatives  and
slides. For more information, call 352-735-8550 or visit our
website.

http://www.homevideostudio.com/mtd

