
One  Man’s  Art  Is  Another
Man’s Graffiti… Or Not…

As our followers know, we reside in the beautifully tranquil
town of Mount Dora, Florida. It is a place so wonderful it has
been given the nickname “Someplace Special.” But that is not
to say it is without its share of controversy or problems.

For the past year, most Mount Dorians have been following a
story  that  started  locally  but  quickly  escalated  to  make
national news. A couple has painted their home in the style of
Van Gogh’s Starry Night. The city authorities advised them to
remove it or face financial penalties. And the escalation
began.

The facts of the situation must be explained.  The home is not
under any HOA regulations. There is no city ordinance that
prohibits them from painting their house in any manner they
choose. And the reason they did this in the first place was
not from an aesthetic preference but rather as a means to help
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their autistic son identify where he lived.

Add this to the fact that Mount Dora positions itself as a
strong supporter of the arts and markets itself in that way to
the tourism industry… well, it doesn’t take much to recognize
that the optics on this does not favor the city.

So most of us are relieved to learn that a settlement has
finally been reached between the homeowners and the city that
will allow them to keep their Van Gogh inspired house. May
they build many fond memories there in the years to come.

Michael  Ondrasik  and  Home  Video  Studio  of  Mount  Dora
specialize in the preservation of family memories through the
digitalization of films, videotapes, audio recordings, photos,
negatives and slides. For more information, call 352-735-8550
or visit our website.
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