
Drawing Woody

I spent most of yesterday with a local artist who was building
a legacy video. We had already captured his artwork to a
digital form; yesterday was spent capturing his narration as
he explained the backstory to each of his paintings. Once
done, it will be a blessing for his family and for future
generations.

It did remind me of the sad fact that I possess absolutely no
artistic ability. Even stick figures confuse me and, when I
draw them, they seem somehow grossly deformed. However, I do
have a wild card to pull out if ever pressed into service. I
know how to draw Woody Woodpecker.

I  remember  watching  Walter  Lantz,  brilliant  animator  and
cartoon creator, giving a crash course on TV on how to draw
Woody and for some inexplicable reason, it stuck in my head.

If you go through my grade school textbooks and happen upon my
doodlings, you will be sure to see Woody’s visage on page
after page.

Below is a video of Walter and Woody. I don’t think this is
the one I saw because my process to draw Woody is different.
But  I  do  remember  Walter  Lantz  giving  step  by  step
instructions on how to draw his most famous character even
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while that same character offered critique from the very page
upon which he was being drawn.  But memories are like that…
subjective. I know what I remember… I just don’t know if it is
true.  But I can draw that pesky woodpecker in my sleep so I
must have learned it from somewhere.
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