
Lest We Forget
On this Veterans Day I would like to give pause to remember
three men from my family who are no longer with us but served
this country with honor and distinction. From left to right:

My father, Edward J. Ondrasik, who, with the Eighth Air Force,
flew 24 missions over Germany as a bombardier during WWII. We
learned afterwards that he flew each of those 24 missions
without a parachute as he could not fit into the bombardier
compartment with it on. He died in 2009.

My uncle, Charles C. Parish, served as Lt. Commander in the US
Navy. Was a pilot of a #2 F-4J (Phantom) during the Vietnam
War. He was shot down over North Vietnam and declared Missing
in Action in 1968. His status was changed to Killed in Action
in 1973. His name is among the tens of thousands engraved on
the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington DC.

My maternal grandfather, Herman O. Parish, who, as captain and
commanding officer received the Navy Cross and the Legion of
Merit for services rendered during WWII. He retired as a US
Navy Rear Admiral. He died in 1989.

We honor their memory and thank them for their service and
sacrifice. As we do all veterans.

Michael Ondrasik is the owner of Home Video Studio of Mount
Dora  FL  www.homevideostudio.com/mtd  and  specializes  in  the
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preserving of family memories.

 


